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Mahatma Gandhi 

0 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi ( 2 October 1869 – 30 
January 1948), commonly known as Mahatma Gandhi, 
was the preeminent leader of Indian nationalism in British-
ruled India. Employing non-violent civil disobedience, 
Gandhi led India to independence and inspired movements 
for non-violence, civil rights and freedom across the world. 
He is known in India as the Father of the Nation; his 
birthday, 2 October, is commemorated there as Gandhi 
Jayanti, a national holiday, and world-wide as the 
International Day of Non-Violence. Gandhi's philosophy 
was not theoretical but one of pragmatism, that is, 
practicing his principles in real time. Asked to give a 
message to the people, he would respond, "My life is my 
message." 

 
 



Ahimsa 

0 Elements of Gandhi’s philosophy were rooted in the Indian religions of 
Jainism and Buddhism. Both of these advocate ahimsa (non-violence), which 
is “absence of the desire to kill or harm”. The Acaranga Sutra, a Jainist text, 
describes the fundamental need for non-violence: “All beings are fond of life; 
they like pleasure and hate pain, shun destruction and like to live, they long 
to live. To all, life is dear”. Ahimsa is a way of living and thinking which 
respects this deeply. 

 
 
0 Gandhi was both religious (he was Hindu) and open-minded, and saw the 

different religions as paths to the same goal. He was inspired by the 
teachings of Jesus, in particular the emphasis on love for everyone, even 
one’s enemies, and the need to strive for justice. He also took from Hinduism 
the importance of action in one’s life, without concern for success; the Hindu 
text Bhagavad-Gita says, “On action alone be thy interest, / Never on its fruits 
/ Abiding in discipline perform actions, / Abandoning attachment / Being 
indifferent to success or failure”. 

 



Ahimsa Continues 

0 For Gandhi, ahimsa was the expression of the deepest love 
for all humans, including one’s opponents; this non-
violence therefore included not only a lack of physical 
harm to them, but also a lack of hatred or ill-will towards 
them.  

0 Gandhi rejected the traditional dichotomy between one’s 
own side and the “enemy;” he believed in the need to 
convince opponents of their injustice, not to punish them, 
and in this way one could win their friendship and one’s 
own freedom. If need be, one might need to suffer or die in 
order that they may be converted to love (Shepard 4). 
 

 



Satyagraha 

0 Gandhi’s main tactic in his fight against the British was what he 
called Satyagraha, which means “Soul-Force” or “The power of 
truth” . Gandhi developed Satyagraha as the practical extension 
of ahimsa and love; it meant standing firmly behind one’s ideals, 
but without hatred. Satyagraha took the form of civil 
disobedience and non-cooperation with evil.  

0 Civil disobedience involved breaking a specific law if it was 
believed to be unjust, and then facing the consequences. The Salt 
March of 1930, which I described above, was one of Gandhi’s 
greatest successes in civil disobedience. Salt was necessary to the 
life of Indian farmers’ cattle, and the British monopoly on salt 
production had led to massive taxes on the vital substance. 

0 The other element of Satyagraha, non-cooperation with evil, 
consisted of pulling out all support for an unjust system, such as 
the British rule of India.  
 



Satyagraha Continues 

 
0 With satyagraha, Mahatma Gandhi ushered in a new era of civilian resistance 

on the political scenario of the world. The word was coined to aptly define 
the mode of non-violent resistance that the Indians at South Africa were 
building against the oppressive British colonialists. The word has been 
variedly interpreted, but literally it is a combination of two words, signifying 
truth and force. By connotation, it means an unshaken faith in truth, 
unwavering even in the face of adversity.  
 

0 Satyagraha for Gandhi was the only legitimate way to earn one's political 
rights, as it was based on the ideals of truth and non-violence. Satyagraha 
was the key aspect of all revolutions of the Indian National Movement in the 
Gandhian era of Indian history for more twenty long years, and its legacy 
was carried on long after him as Martin Luther King used it in his battle 
against racism. Satyagraha has not been free of criticism, but its 
methodologies have gained wide acceptance around the world as a more 
potent tool of resistance than armed violence. 
 



Antyodaya 
 

0 If technological and information empowerment has to 
reach the unreached, the most effective pathway is what 
Mahatma Gandhi described over 60 years ago as 
antyodaya or attention to the poorest person. He wanted 
all involved in formulating developmental policies and 
strategies to adopt a bottom-up approach.  

0 Gandhi mentioned that attention to the poorest i.e. an 
antyodaya approach, will help to promote a sarvodaya 
society, or a society characterized by high social synergy 
where one individual’s economic  advancement is not at 
the cost of another one’s opportunity.  

0 A sarvodaya society provides a win-win situation to all 
and paves the way for a sustainable future for humankind. 
 



Antyodaya Continues-I 

0 How then can we foster an antyodaya pathway to bridging 
the digital divide? Computer-aided and Internet-connected 
knowledge centres were started in rural Pondicherry in 
South India three years ago to work out a methodology for 
this purpose. These are owned and controlled by the 
village people that use them and provide the information 
they demand. Since there is no telephone connection in 
some villages, both wired and wireless systems of 
communication were established. And as electricity 
supplies are erratic, an integrated thermal and solar 
energy supply system has been used to ensure 
uninterrupted power to run the computers.  
 



Antyodaya Continues-II 

0 Population-rich but land-hungry countries like India, China 
and Bangladesh need job-led economic growth and not 
jobless growth. Youth make up most of the people of most 
developing countries. Attracting and retaining youth into 
villages will be possible only by making agriculture and 
rural professions both intellectually stimulating and 
economically rewarding. Fortunately, agriculture in most 
developing countries is ‘farmers’ farming’, not ‘factory 
farming’. So modern knowledge centres help to promote 
eco-technologies, based on a blend of traditional 
knowledge and frontier technologies such as 
biotechnology and information, space and renewable 
energy technologies.  



Antyodaya Continues-III 

0 Components of eco-technologies such as integrated pest 
and nutrient management, scientific water harvesting and 
use, and harnessing renewable energies like solar, wind, 
biomass and biogas require timely information specific to 
each location. So knowledge centres in biovillages can play 
a valuable role in promoting both an ever-green farm 
revolution rooted in the principles of ecology, economics, 
gender and social equity, and employment generation and 
the economic viability of micro-enterprises supported by 
micro-finance.  

0 By promoting sustainable human well-being, the 
antyodaya model of bridging the digital divide will help to 
demonstrate how poverty, gender inequity and 
environmental degradation can become problems. 
 
 



Conclusion 

0 Here we studied Gandhian ethics with reference to  
Ahimsa , Satyagraha and Antyodaya. These are most 
important part of Gandhi’s teachings. 
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